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ISSUE DATE:  23 June 2008    CIRCULAR NO: 04/08-09  

 

TO:  Club Captains, Support Operations, 
Clubs, Club Secretaries, Club Presidents 
 

FROM:  Director of Lifesaving 
                      Michael Hodsdon 

CC: SLSS & BOL Management 

      

SUBJECT: Lifesaving Service Agreements & Patrol Variations Season 2008-2009 

 
All 
  
As per SLSNSW Circular 3066, Lifesaving Service Agreements are now being reviewed and 
will be sent to all clubs and support operations from the Branch Office by the end of the 
week.  
 
All Clubs and Branches have been asked to review their Lifesaving Service Agreements 
carefully and consider their service requirements and needs of the general public in both 
peak and off peak periods. It is recommended that some services increase their patrol times 
for the coming season due to various circumstances. These services will receive a formal 
letter from the State Director of Lifesaving outlining the reasons why they have been 
identified to increase patrol times. 
 
As per Standard Operating Procedures No. LS 4.3 and the Patrol Service Agreement, Clubs 
are now invited to apply for any variations to the minimum requirements relating to Patrol 
strengths, hours and equipment. 
 
SLSS Club’s have been approved to extend the pre daylight saving hours through to the end 
of October 2008, which means Sydney Clubs and Support Operations will commence 
daylight saving patrol hours on Saturday 1st November 2008. This will be reflected on your 
Lifesaving Service Agreement which you will receive this week. We further advise that NSW 
Government have not  proclaimed Monday 27th April 2009 as a public holiday for Anzac Day, 
therefor patrols finish at this stage on Sunday 26th April 2009.  We will advise all Clubs if this 
status changes in the near future. 
 
SLSS minimum requirements for season 2008/2009 are as follows : 
 

SLSS Patrol Hours 
Pre & Post Daylight Saving periods   
27/09/2008 to 26/10/2008  
5/4/2009 to  26/4/2009 

 Saturdays – 10:00am to 4:00pm  

 Sundays and Public Holidays – 10:00am to 4:00pm  
 
Daylight saving period  
Saturday 01/11/2008 to Saturday 04/04/2009  

 Saturdays – 9:00am to 6:00pm 

 Sundays and Public Holidays – 8:00am to 6:00pm 
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SLSS Patrol Strengths 
All patrols shall have a minimum strength of 5 Bronze/Cert II Medallion Holders with the 
following awards being held amongst the 5 BM Holders SMBBM, ARC, IRBD and IRB C.   
 
For those Clubs applying to reduce patrol strengths, the minimum at ANY time is 3 BM/Cert II 
Holders with ARC and IRBD amongst the three.  
 

Patrol Equipment 
The following minimum equipment is required on patrol at all times: 

  

Patrol Equipment SLS Clubs 

Communication Equipment   

Patrol Flags on 3.6m poles 2 

Swimming Prohibited Sign/Flag  on 3.6m pole 1 

Surf Craft Prohibited Signs/Flags on 3.6m poles 2 

Surf Rescue Craft Training Signs 2 

SLSA Signal Flags  2 

Shark Flag  1 

Loud Hailer 1 

Whistle 1 

Telephone 1 

Hand Held Radio 2 

Shark Bell/alarm 1 

Rescue Equipment   

IRB Hull  1 

IRB Motor 2 

Rescue Tube 1 

Rescue Board 1 

Flippers 1 

Medical Equipment   

Air Bag Resuscitator 1 

Spare Oxygen Cylinders 2 

Portable First Aid Kit 1 

Personal Patrol Packs 1 each 

First Aid Room  1 

Spinal Board and Blanket 1 

Stiff Neck Collars 1 set 

Defib Opt 

General   

Patrol Uniforms 1 each 

Patrol Shelter  1 

Portable Patrol Shelter 1 

 
Note: All gear and equipment to be in accordance with SLSA specifications. Where Flags etc. are 

provided by other authorities, they will not be required as part of the minimum equipment.  

 
 



 
 

Applying for a variation 
Clubs that wish to apply for a variation to ANY of the three minimum standards (dates / times, 
numbers or equipment) must do so by MONDAY 14th July 2008. This will allow for the 
Board of Lifesaving to discuss each variation and give the Clubs time to prepare rosters and 
other information for members.  
 
There are a number of District meetings being arranged to discuss these variances as a 
group in each District. If you wish to expedite these meetings please contact the Branch 
Office who will contact the appropriate people.  
 
Variation Process 
All variations MUST be detailed on Club letterhead (no emails) and contain all relevant 
information relating to the reasons for the variation such as:  

 Rescue statistics 

 Start or end of Patrol crowd numbers 

 Letters of support from local authorities 

 Any other information in support of your variation 
 
Please note that the granting of a patrol variation is annual and it should not be assumed that 
a continuance of a previously granted variation will occur.  All variation applications will be 
discussed and the decision based upon the information provided by the Club / Group seeking 
the variance.  Please use the form attached.  
 
Any questions or discussions are to be directed to your District Lifesaving Supervisor and/or 
Deputy Director of Lifesaving, David Jenkins Ph. 0416 187 146 or email 
dols@surflifesavingsydney.com.au .  
 
Clubs can appeal a decision to the SLSS Director of Lifesaving in writing who will follow the 
procedures outlined in the SLSNSW PSA document.  
 
NOTE: All applications for a variance of any of the minimum standards are required by 
Monday 14h July 2008 and NO late applications will be considered.  
 
 

Timetable for Lifesaving Agreements/Variances 
 

 Branch to send standard Lifesaving Agreements to all Clubs and Support Operations 
by Friday 27th June 2008 

 

 Clubs and Support Operations  to review and apply for any variation to Branch  by 
Monday 14th July 2008 

 

 All Clubs and Support operations are to complete and return their signed agreements 
to Branch Office by 1st August 2008 

 

 Branch DOL to have reviewed and signed all Clubs and Support Operations 
agreements and return to SLS NSW by 1st September 2008 
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Application for Patrol Variance  
 
 

 
Season:   2008/2009 Club/Support Operation ______________________________ 
 
 
 
Name of Person Applying:  __________________________________________________ 
 
Contact Details 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Patrol Hours Variance 
 

Patrol Hours Variance  

PERIOD OF DATES 
WHERE HOURS TO BE  
ALTERED 

REVISED HOURS  REASON FOR ALTERATION 
 

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
Please note supporting evidence or attach a document detailing reasons for variance.  
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Patrol Strengths 
 

TRADITIONAL PATROL STRENGTHS  

DATES WHERE 
STRENGTHS TO BE 

ALTERED 

REVISED STRENGTHS  
REASON FOR 
ALTERATION 

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
Please note supporting evidence or attach a document detailing reasons for variance.  
 

Patrol Equipment 
 

PATROL EQUIPMENT 

ITEM/S OF EQUIPMENT TO BE 
DELETED OR HAVE MINIMUM 

NUMBER(S) ALTERED 

 
REASON FOR ALTERATION 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
Please note supporting evidence or attach a document detailing reasons for variance.  
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
OFFICE USE  
 
RECEIVED      BY  
 
ACTION ______________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 

END OF DOCUMENT 


